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TRAVEL & TOURISM LONDON TRIP

BY KATIE PHILBIN

On December 3rd 2018 we, the Gibraltar College AS Travel and tourism class, embarked on a trip to London as a part of our
coursework! The aim was to organise and co-ordinate an exciting, fun and educational trip, with £750 to spend per person. We
were all very excited to go, and just as expected, it was magical. After a few hours of travelling by coach and plane, we got our
mystical oyster cards and headed down to Leicester Square to start our expedition; although fatigued it was just as beautiful as
we hoped. The lights lit everything up amazingly and there was so much to take in and learn about (Did you know it was
common to duel there in the 17th century?) but before we knew it, it was time to go to Chinatown. We separated into groups
and explored, absorbing as much of the energy as possible before it got too cold. We all found our way into restaurants to not
only warm up but to also taste what Chinatown had to offer; we definitely were not disappointed, only saddened when we had
to go back to the hotel. After a good night’s rest we ate our breakfast and headed towards the Natural History Museum, which
was within walking distance from our hotel. This was one of the things I was most excited to visit. We learnt so much, about so
much! My favourite was the dinosaur exhibition, but there was so much more to offer such as, an ocean exhibition, a ‘life in the
dark’ exhibition, and an ice rink. Again we explored in groups, but we all
seemed to eventually gather in the café before we headed to our next
destination, Madame Tussauds! We ‘met’ so many people there, it was
mind boggling to see how well the celebrities were crafted. It was funny to
watch classmates say sorry to wax figures when they thought they were
real people. There were quite a few people that stood out; Donald Trump,
Ed Sheeran, Amy Winehouse, Freddie Mercury, The Beatles and more were
hits but Madame Tussauds really surprised me with a ride through history
in a black taxi (it was a ride in the actual building!) and giving us the chance
to be a judge on the voice. We had some food and it was off to the theatre
to watch Aladdin. Waiting outside we were tired from the day’s activities,
however, walking into the theatre was warm and inviting, and then the excitement truly kicked in. The genie was hilarious,
making Robin Williams proud I’m sure, but it was truly magical when Jasmine and Aladdin flew on the magic carpet; it was if we
were travelling through the stars with them. We explored Parliament the next morning, learning about the suffragettes and
discussing not only Brexit but politics in general which was very informative, and something I thoroughly enjoyed. I must admit
however, it was the next attraction that was the thing I’d wanted to do since we started planning the trip, the London Eye. It was
almost a blur for me as I walked into the pod. It was the most built up in my mind and something I have wanted to do for years,
as it always seemed to inspire me in an odd way. Although loud and slightly overcrowded, I just listened to some music and took
in as much as I could, and I’m sure everyone else did too. The adventure
continued with activities including the London Dungeons, a 4D cinema
experience, and a very informative trip to the Gibraltar house where we
learned about how Gibraltar is represented in London. Of course we spent
time shopping in Westfield, but I must say my true highlight was finding this
quaint little Italian restaurant one evening with my new found friends. In all
honesty I think we all did more than expected on this trip; we made friends,
we gained more independence and we made memories, ones I think none
of us will ever forget. I look forward to the rest of this year, but I will forever
look back fondly on this inspiring adventure.
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WORLD BOOK DAY COMPETITION

The Gibraltar College Languages team is in the process of organising a competition for World Book Day on 7th March 2019. We
are very excited about the possibility of winning £250 worth of books for the college. If anyone has any ideas on what type of
competition we can hold, please email Eva.Cant@schools.edu.gi. All relevant ideas will be considered.

SEAN BARBARA

A Level 3 student of Business and Travel & Tourism
“QUOTE OF THE MONTH”:

“

“

“Our greatest glory is not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall” - Confucius

STUDY TIPS by Nicola Gee
As we begin to prepare for exams that are round the corner, it is understandable to fall under the pressure they bring. Keep
calm and if you follow these exams tips, you will have nothing to worry about!
•
•

•

Give yourself enough time to study. Set up a timetable for your studies, make sure you are aware of what exams you
have and organize your study accordingly.
Practice on old exams. One of the most effective ways to prepare for exams is to practice taking past
versions of it, as this will help you to understand the types of questions and the amount of time you
have to answer them.
Take regular breaks. Whilst you might think it’s best to work for as many hours as possible, this can
actually be counterproductive. Study in a 20-minute period with 5 minutes break in between, as this
will be most effective.

SERA FROMOW - ASSISTANT
ENVIRONMENT OFFICER FROM
THE DEPT OF THE ENVIRONMENT,
HERITAGE AND CLIMATE CHANGE,
GAVE AN ENGAGING TALK TO ALL
LEVEL 1 STUDENTS ON THE
EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE IN
GIBRALTAR.
GIB TALKS:
Sat 2nd Feb 2019
@ 9:00am – 5:00pm, JMH
Tickets @ £5 from JMH or
www.buytickets.gi
LEVEL 1 BEACH CLEAN:
Thurs 7th Feb 2019 @
Eastern Beach – See your
Tutor for more info!
LEVEL 1 LOS BARRIOS TRIP:
Visit to Separation Plant
Mon 11th Feb 2019 - See
your Tutor for more info!
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VALENTINE’S DAY
Thurs 14th Feb 2019
L2 ADMIN WORK
EXPERIENCE
Every Mon afternoon
P7 WORK EXPERIENCE
Once a week
TRAFFIC FREE TUESDAY:
Tue 26th Feb 2019
--Walk, Cycle or Bus--
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